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< ic the report of the Japanese Librarians' Tour of Libraries i Wi
g:,lsslzbcomng?tee on Japanese Materials of the COmm?:gée:s) len EI:SI;@, S
(CEAL) of the Association for Asian Studies with a grant from the Japan Found
On behalf of all the participants and the Japanese studies librarians in North f_:"_
we would like to express our deepest appreciation to the Japan Foundation and its US.
Advisory Committee which made this project possible by awarding the grant. Without
their support this project would not have materialized. We are pleased to report to
members that the tour was extremely meaningful and successful. This project
was the first of its kind for Japanese studies librarians in North America and, for each
and every librarian chosen to be a participant in the tour, it provided a wonderful
opportunity to learn, observe, and exchange ideas with our Japanese counterparts,
Japanese educators in library science, and specialists related to the library field and the

publishing world.

The major objectives were: a) to acquire essential information and knowledge of new
technology, and better understanding of the field of Japanese librarianship as it is
g}plicab e to Japanese studies libraries in North America; b) to meet and exchange
information with librarians, library administrators, and specialists who share similar
concerns and problems in Japan and to build stronger ties with them for the future; c)
to meet the representatives of the publishing world and book dealers to enhance
communication and mutual understanding.

Upon final notification of the 1988-1989 Institutional Support Program (%rant from the
Japan Foundation in the middle of May, our Subcommittee notiffie the member
libraries of the Committee on East Asian Libraries about the project, and sent out
application forms. We required a minimum of five years of experience as a Japanese
studies librarian and current employment in the same capacity to qualify. Ag?phcants
were asked to write a short statement of intent and to include a resume. Since our
grant proposal to obtain a matching grant from another funding agen failed, we had
t0 ask each applicant to find other means of making up the difference of the costs of tho%
tour. In August, ten participants and two substitutes were selected by the members of
the Subcommittee. e names of the participants were as follows: Frf:deﬂscé‘ Ray ‘
Brady, Senior Cataloger at the Genealogical Society of Utah, East Asmllj " ction;
ugene Carvalho, East Asian Librarian and Japanese Studies Bibliographer, asttu '
of Kansas; Mitsuko Ichinose, Japanese Re erence/Catalog hbrqnl?m ferit
ﬁoﬂectl'on, Yale University; Soowon Kim, Japanese and Korean Bib ‘ogj{:g)
,ﬁ-emongl Library, Princeton University; Kevin F. Lin, Head Librarian, Asiz
 tion, University of Texas at Austin; Yasuko Makino, Japanese hbf:rn& 3
- University of Tilinois at Urbana-Champaign; Masato Matsui, Scho@r=rt
on, University of Hawaii; Mihoko Miki, Head, .Jaggnesga A
University of California at Los Angeles; Kenji Colu bia.
ent and Reference, C. V. Starr East Asian Lib S
kuizumi, Japanese Librarian, East Asian Libra




Shuppan Gakkai, Japan Libr

Company, and g&er individual Yibganans and resea
g the tour was posted in the October issue of Japan Library
places we contacted replied positively, and many of them extended v
volunteered further assistance, for which we are grateful. We could not po
covered so many places in such a limited amount of time without such thou,

- from our hosts. -

The tour took place from October 17 through the 27th, with Eizaburo Okuizumi as the
tour leader. To minimize travel expenses, we decided to meet and end the tour in
Japan. Although the official tour started on October 17th and ended on October 27th,
allpthe participants either started the trip to Japan earlier or remained in Japan after
the official closing of the tour to tend to business or to visit more libraries which could
not be included in the formal tour because of the time limitation.

The details of the tour were as follows:
October 17, 1988 (Monday) Left the United States.
October 18 (Tuesday) Arrived in Tokyo.

October 19 (Wednesday) Morning: Keid Gijuku Daigaku, Kyoiku Joho Senta.
Discussion, lecture by Professor Masaya Takayama on
the education of librarians in Japan. Observation of
library activities.

Discussion continued over lunch.

2:30 Visited the Japan Foundation Headquarters,
discussion held.

3:30 Visited the Japan Publications Trading
Company. Discussion and inspection.

Dinner invitation, continuing the discussions.

October 20 (Thursday) Group 1: Tenri Daigaku Fuzoku Toshokan.
Observation, lecture, and discussion.
Group 2: Osaka Daigaku Toshokan and Shakai
Kagaku Kenkytjo.

October 21 (Friday) Morning: Kyoto Daigaku Fuzoku Toshokan. ,
Lecture, discussion, and observation. Jinbun Kagaku

Kenkyiijo. Lecture, discussion, and tour of li '

Afternoon: Kokusai Nihon Bunka Kenkyu St

Discussion. '

Evening: Reception sponsored by Library

e Automation Research Group, and sma
. discussions by the librarians ¢
the Kansai Region, j




Masanobu F
Japan and its

:00: Kodansha and Koda
Discussions with the represen
Shuppan Gakkai and executives and.
Kodansha and Kokusai Bunka. Forum, o
of operations, and a tour of the library.

October 25 (Tuesday) Morning: Gakujutsu Johd Senta (NACSIS). ]
and observation of operations. T
Lunch reception an(f discussion.
Aéftemoon:

roup 1: Tokyo Daigaku Fuzoku Toshokan, Shiryo

Hensanjo, Shakai Kagaku Kenkyiijo, Shinbun .
Kenkytjo, Toyo Bunka Kenkytjo.
Group 2: Nihon Kagaku Gijutsu Joho Senta (JICST).
6:00: Reception at the Kokusai Bunka Kaikan by the
librarians in the Tokyo Region.

and observation.

Lunch reception.

Afternoon:

Group 1: Kokuritsu Kobunshokan and Naikaku
Bunko. Lecture, discussion, and observation.
Group 2: Kokubungaku Kenkyti Shiryokan and
Kokuritsu Shiryokan. Discussion and observation.
Dinner meeting with the librarians of the Kokuritsu
Kokkai Toshokan.

October 26 (Wednesday) Morning: Kokuritsu Kokkai Toshokan. Discussion =1

October 27 (Thursday) Morning: Tour officially ended. Kino Dial at
Kinokuniya Shoten. Observation and discussion by
some of the members of the tour with the Kinokuniya
online catalog staff. j
Afternoon: Second visit to the Japan Foundation

Library.

We accomplished all of our goals, and much more. All together, over one hundred
librarians, researchers, and library educators gathered together to honor our grou and
discuss various topics of mutual interest with us. e acquired much valuat

information and materials, and came to know man wonderful Japanese librarians an
individuals related to the library and information fields. We visited and gained B
useful information and knowledge about academic libraries, special collecti
research centers, information centers, publishing houses,.and book deale;s, v
new technological developments. We gained valuable information _ab@u@
specialists and archivists. We are happy to_report that we were able
information to our Japanese counterparts also. We discussed the mo
for mutually beneficial exchanges of personnel as well as materials.

| d we also learned about their needs. All all,
to learn and see, at first hand, what 1s I;

-I‘l‘
I’J -






